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FROM GOVERNOR DINWIDDIE.

WILLIAMSBURG, Decr. 10th: 1756

SIR/

Your Letter of the 2d. by Jenkins I recd. two Days ago, & observe its Contents, the Returns

of Your Strength at Fort Loudoun surpriz'd me, when I consider'd that Capt. Mercer

declared to the two Mr. Nelsons & the Speaker, that You had there 160 enlisted Men

which with the fifty Servants recruited after, I thot. You might have march'd 100 Men from

thence for reinforcing Fort Cumberland, & left a sufficient Garrison at Fort Loudoun; but

as Capt. Mercer's Information was wrong, I on receipt of Yr. Letter call'd the Council, not

caring to act in an Affair of that Consequence without their Advice, Copy of the Minute of

Council You have enclos'd; by which You may observe, that it's thot. absolutely necessary

to reinforce Fort Cumberland; at same Time to leave a proper Garrison at Winchester; in

order thereto it's further thought proper to call in the Forces from the Stockade Forts, to

qualify You to march a proper Number of Men to Fort Cumberland, & to leave a proper

Garrison at Fort Loudoun with Officers suitable, also to appoint a Person to command,

who may continue the Finishing of that Fort, to employ Artificers for that Service, & with

him to leave Money to defray that Expence, paying for Waggons, & any other contingent

Charges; to be accountable to You, by producing Vouchers for his Payments, which I think

will answer the same as if You was personally present.1
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I am glad the Stores of every kind are brought from Fort Cumberland, excepting those

indispensably necessary to be left there—Why did not You send me a particular Acct. of

the Quality & Quantity of each? which I desire You may supply me with to be sent to Lord

Loudoun—Upon evacuating the Stockade Forts, the Forts may be left standing for service

of the Inhabitants, if they think proper to garison them with their own People.

Since my last to You I recd. a Letter from Ld. Loudoun, a Paragraph thereof in regard

to Fort Cumberland is as follows. “As to the Affair of Fort Cumberland; I own it gives me

great Uneasiness, & I am of the same Opinion with You, that it was very material to have

supported that Fort this Winter, & after that, we cou'd easily have made it a better Post

than ever it has been, from what I hear of it; I cannot agree with Co. Washington in not

drawing into him, the Posts from the Stockade Forts, in order to defend that advanced one;

& I shou'd imagine, much more of the Frontier will be expos'd, by retiring Your advanc'd

Posts near Winchester, where I understand he is retired, for from Your Letter, I take it for

granted, that he has before this executed his Plan, without waiting for any Advice; If he

leaves any of the great Quantity of Stores behind, it will be very unfortunate; & he ought

to consider, that it must lie at his own Door—This Proceeding, I am affraid will have a bad

Effect as to the Dominion; & will not have a good Appearance at Home.”

By which You may observe his Opinion in keeping up that Fort; no doubt he has been

inform'd from some of the Officers the Situation & Consequences thereof.2

Mr. Walker has been here lately, who says his assistant, Mr. Rutherford, has contracted

for flour sufficient for 1000 Men for twelve Months, & no doubt Mr. Walker is with You

before this, with whom consult for Supplies to Fort Cumberland—And I hope from the

above Regulation You will be able to leave so many in Garison at Fort Loudoun as

to afford a proper Convoy for Provisions, & on occasion a Number may be sent from

Fort Cumberland to meet them on the Road—It gives me pleasure that going to Fort
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Cumberland is so agreeable to You, as without Doubt it's the proper Place for the

Commanding Officer.3

There were many Indian Goods left by Co. Innes at the Fort, enquire into the Distribution

of them, & what remains order a particular Acct. of them, to be sent me, to be compared

with the Invoice left by him

You may observe that it's thought absolutely necessary to support Fort Cumberland &

Fort Loudoun with a proper Number of Officers & Men, which I expect You will give due

Attention to & give Your Orders accordingly.

I am sorry the Catawbas only propose staying one Moon longer, I hope You will be

able to prevail with them to stay the Winter; You do well in giving them good Usage, it

is also my fix'd Inclination; but their Demands are unreasonable, let them know that for

the Cherokees, consistg. of forty Men, I bought only two Horses to carry their Baggage;

Soldiers march on Foot,—if they want one or two Horses You may purchase them—There

are some Goods in Augusta under the Care of Majr. Lewis, from thence they may have

some Supplies:—I propos'd sending Lieut. Mc.Neil to command the Men for the Garison

built in the Cherokee Country; if the Catawbas will not remain longer, is not he a proper

Person, with an Interpreter to convey them Home? by his return probably shall have

occasion to send out the Men as above. —

As to Silver Trinkets for Wrists & Arms, they were never given but to the Chief Warrior of

the Party; but if they are determin'd to go, let them know on their return, I shall oblige them

with every Thing in my Power that's reasonable; And write Majr. Lewis to supply them with

Necessaries for the present from the Goods under his Care.

If You have paid the Masters of the Servants You have enlisted from the Money in Your

Hands, send down an Acct. thereof & I will give a Warrant for the amount to Your Order
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—I hope the Cherokees are with You before this; & Arms for the Catawbas, Majr. Lewis

having my Orders to that purport —

Since writing the above I recd. Yours of the 4th The Villainy of Mc.Carty is without

Precedent, & I think he shou'd be taken into Custody to answer for his Intentions to

encourage a Desertion from the Regiment, & on Tryal & Proof will undoubtedly be severely

punish'd—He applied to me for his Discharge from the Regiment, which I told him I

wou'd not grant, but if You discharg'd him I wou'd approve of it; after that he applied for

a Commission to enlist men for the Royal Americans, but if I had known his Intention

he shou'd not have obtain'd the Commission—If Capt. Mercer shou'd be so lucky to

apprehend the Deserters, I think an Example shou'd be made of two of the Ringleaders,

to be shot, after being properly tried, which I now impower You to do; or the whole to take

their Chance by throwing the Dice; one or two of them to suffer for Example & Terror to

others.

In the mean Time I desire You will in my Name recall my Comission from Mc.Carty, I know

not where to write him, but if at Alexandria, our Friend Co. Fairfax will do the Necessary, &

I desire You to write him accordingly.

I have some Petitions from the Inhabitants of Winchester & Frederick County which I

cannot comply with, as Your last Orders are by Advice of the Council & agreeable to Lord

Loudoun's Opinion, which I desire You strictly to comply with but on the Regulation sent

You they will have no Reason to complain; as a proper Garison is directed to be left at

Winchester, & I hope that Step will be agreeable to the Inhabitants—they shou'd not know

any Thing of the Orders sent You till ready to be put in execution —

I remain with Respect Sir Your most hble Servt. ROBT. DINWIDDIE

P. S. The enclos'd Letter for Mc.Carty forward by a safe Oppty. I wish you may get all the

Men Mc.Carty has enlisted —
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1 Governor Dinwiddie first ordered Washington to march from Fort Loudoun to Fort Cumberland more men than
he had under his command at the former post, and still to leave a number sufficient to keep up the garrison and
continue the works. When this order was countermanded as absurd and impracticable, another was issued for
calling in all the men at the stockade forts, sending 100 to Fort Cumberland, and retaining the same number at
Fort Loudoun, by which means the smaller forts essential for the defense of the people would be evacuated, and
a large number of men left unemployed. A third order was necessary to remedy the blunders of the other two, by
intrusting the matter to the discretion of the commander-in-chief. Governor Dinwiddie's settled determination to
sustain Fort Cumberland, contrary to Washington's opinion, betrayed him and his council into a series of hasty
resolutions and wild mistakes; and, as Sparks further notes, it is no wonder that Washington should complain,
as he often did, of the confusion and inconsistency of his orders. Cf. Washington's reply, Ford, Writings of
Washington, i. 397.
2 Lord Loudoun's remarks, notes Sparks, as applied to the acts and designs of Colonel Washington, are literally
without meaning. Having never visited Virginia, he had no accurate knowledge of the transactions in question,
and his remarks were based on the state of the case as represented to him by the governor.
3 Washington, after stating many reasons why, in his estimation, Winchester was the proper place of residence
for the commanding officer, had said: “Some, Sir, who are inclined to put an unfavorable construction upon this
generous recital, may say that I am loath to leave this. I declare, upon my honor, I am not, but had rather be at
Fort Cumberland (if I could do my duty there) a thousand times over: for I am tired of the place, the inhabitants
and the life I lead here; and if after what I have said, you should think it necessary that I reside at that place, I
shall acquiese with pleasure and cheerfulness, and be freed from much anxiety, plague, and business.”


